Kingfisher Class Coastal Escort

H.M.S KITTIWAKE
Resin & Photo Etched Metal Kit in 1/350 scale

History
Nine vessels of the Kingfisher class were built between 1936 and 1939 to fill a requirement by the Royal Navy for a Coastal Escort Vessel that was capable yet could have
room for improvement. A number of designs were submitted resulting in the Kingfisher class. These vessels were designed purely for anti submarine work, their main
armament being a large number of depth charges in racks on the stern and on throwers, and in this case were comparable with any fleet destroyer. All the vessels in this
class served in home waters off the east or south coasts as they neither had the range or capability of ocean crossings. They all saw frequent action during the war years
as a result.
HMS Kittiwake was laid down at Thornycrofts Woolston Yard, Southampton and launched on 30th November 1936. She entered service nearly a year later in 1937 and was
assigned to the 1st Anti Submarine Flotilla based at Portland in Dorset. She and her flotilla were responsible for patrolling along the south coast from Kent to Devon.
Shortly after the outbreak of the War with Germany in 1939, Kittiwake was reassigned to the east coast and was to be based at Harwich. Unfortunatley during the transit she
struck a mine and was damaged enough to have to be docked for repairs that lasted 16 months. She was ready to rejoin the fleet at the end of 1940 and started her patrolling
along the east coast. Her first assignment was to act as escort to Convoy FN416 from Southend to Methil, the start of a whole series of operations along the notorious run
of the North Sea coast until the end of the war. It was soon discovered that because the Kingfisher class had been designed for anti submarine work, they lacked a reliable
defence against aircraft and the heavily armed E boats, that were operating in numbers in the North Sea but fortunately Kittiwake stood up to many attacks from both quarters
without serious damage. An early improvement came with the shortening of the depth charge rails to make way for the half inch quad Vickers machine gun mounting on
the stern. This greatly improved the anti aircraft defences that up until this point had been .303 Lewis guns mounted in any vacant area.
Kittiwake continued her service escorting convoys, providing support for raiding British minelayers and also picking up survivors from ships and aircraft that were not so
lucky.
In June 1941 whilst returning from an operation she was diverted to pick up survivors from the SS Beamanoir, which had been sunk off Harwich. Kittiwake then had to stand
by another ship which had run on to a wreck and got stuck. This ship was one of three dummy ships and disguised as the aircraft carrier HMS Hermes. Kittiwake had only
just taken off the crew of thirty, when German E.boats working with aircraft converged on the defenceless dummy ship. An exchange of fire followed which caused the
attackers to withdraw, but not before one E.boat had launched a torpedo which struck the dummy Hermes which had to be abandoned as a total loss.
In September 1941 Kittiwake ws in collision with the armed trawler HMS Saphire which led to her being taken in for repairs yet again. During this time and possibly inspired
by the collision she was fitted with the large radar lantern at the rear of the bridge.
In June 1943 she was withdrawn from sevice for a scheduled refit, after which she returned to Harwich in the September. The next months were fairly uneventful and only
engaged in three more actions up till the end of the war in Europe finished. She was held in reserve for the remaineder of 1945 then in 1946 Kittiwake was sold to Tuch
Mercantile and renamed Tuch Sing.
Specifications
Length 243.5ft Overall

Beam 26.5ft

Draught 6.5ft

Displacement 530 tons

Speed 20 knots

Complement 60 Officers and Men

Armament
1 x 4" HA MkIII Gun Mounting

2 x Depth Charge Rails over the Stern and 4 x DC Side Throwers. 1 x Quad .5"Vickers MG Mounting

2 x Single 20mm Oerlikons
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Funnel Unit
Midships Superstructure
Aft Deck House
Bridge Roof
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Oerlikon Platform x 2
Stove Pipe
4" Gun Barrel
4" HA/LA Gun Mounting
.5" Quad Gun Platform
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Windlass
16" Searchlight
Radar Lantern
16' Dinghy
27' Whaler
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Carley Rafts x 2
Depth Charge Rails x 2
Propellers x 2
Depth Charge Throwers x 4
Depth Charges x 20

This kit contains a mixture of resin and photo etched metal parts, of which some of the resin parts have been attached to sprues for ease of casting.
Care must be taken when detaching the parts from the sprues, to remove the flash without causing damage. When cleaning off the excess material
using files or abrasive paper, it is recommended that a mask is worn as resin dust can be harmful to health if inhaled.
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Railings Aft Main Deck
Railings 3 Bar Standard
Railings 2 Bar
Anchor Chain
Vertical Ladder Stock
Vent Grill
Foredeck Shell Case Nets
Bridge Windows
Aft Antenna Spreader
16' Dinghy Thwarts
Sirens

Inclined Ladders
Ships Name Plates
Funnel Siren Platform
27' Whaler Davits
Depth Charge Rails (Late)
Depth Charge Rails (Early)
Accommodation Ladder Rails
Timber Racks
Accommodation Ladder Steps
Funnel Cap Grill
Anchors
Rudder
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Searchlight Platform
Aft Gun Platform Railing
Aft Gun Platform Support
27' Whaler Fittings
WT Door Assemblies
Stove Pipes
Hull Step Spray Shields
16' Dingy Davits
Fore Mast Top
Focsle Railing Sections
.5" Quad Machine Gun
20mm Oerlikon Mounts

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

Main Mast Top
Main Mast Top Yardarm
Foremast Lower Yardarm
Fore Mast Upper Yardarm
Wire Cable Reels
Loading Davits
Oerlikon Platform Supports
DC Davits
Propeller Shaft Supports
Vent Grill
Signal Lamps
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Upper Hull

It is recommended that all the major component parts are assembled
before painting the model, as some filling and smoothing of joints
will be required.
If the kit is to be built as a full hulled model and mounted on a stand,
then some filling and smoothing along the waterline will also be
required.
If the kit is to be built as a waterline model, the lower hull will not
be required and may be kept aside.

Lower Hull

0.5" Quad Machine Gun Assembly

Depth Charge Rail Assembly

20mm Oerlikon
35
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Assemble the half inch quad mounting by folding
the side panels of the centre section so that they
are parallel.Fix down to circular base. Fit the offset
magazine part, so that they match the slot on the
centre section.
Fit the slot on the barrels section so that it slides over
the slot on the centre section, with the barrels facing
forwards as shown above. This gun mounting was a
later modification that was fitted after 1942.
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Assemble the 20mm Oerlikon mounting as
shown above.
Locate these into positions on either side of
the aft superstructure, on the special
platforms.

4" Single HA/LA Gun Mounting

Assemble two sets of depth charge rails as shown above, by folding the sides of the rail frames so that
they are parallel. Fit the tray of depth chargess between the frames and locate on the mid horizontal bar.
If the kit is being built as an early fit ship, then the depth charges need to be fitted in to etched part 17
at their full length. If the post 1942 fit is to be modelled then four of the depth charges need to be cut off
and the run shortened to fit in to etched parts 16. The rails were shortened in this way to allow the .5"
gun platform to be fitted directly forward of the DC rails.

.5" Quad Gun Platform

20mm Oerlikon Platform
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Fit the 4" gun barrel, resin part 8, in to the gun mounting 9, by locating the spigots
on each side of the gun body in to the recesses on the top of the mounting. The gun
may be set at desired angle before securing in to position.

Funnel Fittings

Gently curve etched parts 25 and 26 around to form circular
frames, then fit etched part 26 to the underside of the gun
platform, resin part 10. Fit etched part 25 to the top edge of
gun platform.

Searchlight Platform Assembly

Fold and fit etched parts 42 to the square Oerlikon platforms, resin
parts 6, so that the thick lower part of the railings fits around the
outside of the platform.
Note, there are two platforms to be assembled as mirror images
of each other, as they fit on opposite sides of the aft superstructure.

Open Boat Assembly
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Fold the railings and supports on the funnel platform, etched part 14
to shape as shown. Cut a slot in the small diameter pipe on the funnel
at the correct height, then fit the funnel platform in to it. Fit the sirens
etched parts 11, so that they are angle outwards from the front of the
funnel.
Fold the locating lugs on the funnel cap grill, etched part 21,to 90º
then fit to the top rim of the funnel.

Wire Antenna Spreader Location

Fold the lattice sides of the search
light platform around to form a
box, then fold down the top part
to locate on the top edges of all
four sides.
Form the railings around the edges
of the platform, then secure in
place.
Fit the searchlight, resin part 12,
centrally to the platform, then fit
the complete assembly to the rear
part of the mid superstructure.
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Fit the thwarts and rudder to the hull of the 16' Dinghy as
shown here. The same can be done to the 27' Whaler if
desired after first removing any of the molded detail.

Fold the wood racks, etched parts
19, to 90º as shown, then fit to
either or both sides of the mid
superstructure as desired.

Anchor Assembly
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Fold the wire antenna spreader, etched part 9 to shape so that the
angled sides are parallel. Fit to the fore part of the aft deck house.

Assemble photo etched anchors 22 as shown above.
Fit anchors into the hawse pipes each side of the bow,
after first drilling out the holes with a 1.5mm drill bit.

Bridge Assembly

Fo’c’sle Fittings
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Fold and fit the bridge windows, etched parts 8, to the inside of the bridge as
shown. Complete any painting or detailing of the interor of the bridge before
fitting the bridge roof, resin part 5.
To fit the lantern radar, resin part 13, the gap between the signal flag lockers
on the aft bulwark will need to be widened to allow the lantern to slot over the
bulwark.
The resin membranes will need to be cleaned out of the ladder accesses, so that
the inclined ladders , etched parts 12, can be fitted on each side of the bridge.

Fit the assembled 4" gun mounting on to the circular recess in the
fore deck.
Fit the Windlass, resin part 9, to the deck as shown above. Anchor
chain, etched part 4, may be used to run over the windlass drums
to the hawse pipes. If the ship is to be modelled riding at anchor,
enough anchor chain has been supplied to run through the hawse
pipes down to the surface. If the ship is to be modelled normally
then fit the anchors, etched parts 22 in to the hawse pipes.

Aft Weapons Locations

Mast Assembly
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Fit the depth charge rails
to the stern at the points
shown below.
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Fit the depth charge throwers, resin parts 19,
to the aft deck at the positions shown. Fit the
depth charge ready use rounds to the circular
recesses in the deck, usually four per thrower.
Fit the etched davits 43 to the deck next to
each thrower.
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Fit the quad machine gun
and platform to the aft deck
just forward of the depth
charge rails.
Make a fore mast by cutting a 45mm length of 20mm brass rod, then tapering at the top end with
abrasive paper.
Cut a 3mm length of 2mm diameter plastic or brass tube to make a crows nest, then attach to the
mast top at the point shown above.
Fit the mast top antenna, etched part 32, and the yardarms 38 and 39, to the mast pole. The yard
armsmay be reinfored by using brass rod cut to the smae length as the yardarm and fixed along
the length using superglue.
The base of the fore mast is located in the recess in the deck behind the bridge aft of the
corner of the deck locker.

Fit the oerlikon platforms to each
side of the aft superstructure so
that the front quarter fits level with
the roof of the superstructure.

Running Gear Assembly

Accommodation Ladder Assembly
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Fit the rudder, etched part 23,
centrally under the stern.
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Assemble accommodation ladders as shown above and can be fitted
to the ship either side of the main deck, adjacent to the oerlikon
platformst, if the ship is to be modelled at anchor.

If the ship is to be modelled full hull, fit hte propellers
and shafts as shown using the 'V' brackets etched
parts 44, folded to shape.

Sea Boat Assembly and Location
Fit the davits, etched parts 15 and 31, to the main deck so that the rear of the davit is positioned in the angle of the cemtex walkway.
Fit the boats to the davit falls after first trimming to length necessary.
Fit the hull step spray screens, etched parts 30, if desired. These parts are optional as they were removable screens that were fitted in
bad weather to the real ships.

Fit the large galley stove pipe, resin part 7, to the
deck, centrally, behind the bridge aft of the mast.
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Other Instructions

1.

Railings, etched parts1, have been provided already shaped to fit the edges of the main up to the curved fairing at the hull step. The remainded of the railings etched
parts 2 and 3 may be used to fit to the edges of superstructure decks and platforms as desired.

2.

Vertical Ladder stock, etched part 5, has been supplied to be cut to lengths necessary and fitting in to the positions required, such as the fore mast crows nest access
ladder.

3.

Some etched parts have been supplied so that the ship can be modelled in its early, pre wartime refit state. Etched parts 36 and 37 provide an early pattern main mast
and etched part 17 provide the longer depth charge rails, fitted before a gun platform was required on the aft deck. Further research will be necessary to establish the
correct opsitions of some of the items.

4.

Carley rafts, resin part 16, have been supplied, but the location of these seemed to change quite frequently from one on the fore deck and one aft on top of the DC
rails, to both being mounted on a platform between the aft and mid superstructures. If the later option is desired, cut a rectangle of 20 thou thick plastic card 7 x 8mm
and fit between the two superstructures at their upper deck level. The carley rafts are then fitted across ways to this platform.

5.

A selection of watertight doors has been provided, etched parts 28, that can be fitted in the open or closed positions over the raised blanks on the superstructure sides.

Colour Chart and Painting Guide

Colourcoats
RN 02
AP 507B

DECK STEEL GREY
Colourcoats
RN 01
AP507A

Colourcoats
RN19
ANTI FOULING RED

CEMTEX
(could be painted over)
(in deck grey)
Recommend ACUS 02

HMS Kittiwake 1942

Colourcoats
RN 09
Western Approaches
GREEN

Colourcoats
RN 08
Western Approaches
Blue

Colourcoats
C03
White

Probable Scheme for HMS Shearwater 1941

